
Draft 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – World Languages 

7.1 World Languages Intermediate Low by the End of Grade 12 

Interpretive Mode of Communication 

Intermediate Low learners understand and communicate at the sentence level and can use simple sentences independently to identify the main idea and 
some supporting details when reading culturally authentic materials. They can understand the gist and some supporting details of conversations and media 
dealing with everyday life as well as infer the meaning of some unfamiliar words when used in familiar contexts. 

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Learning a language involves interpreting 
meaning from listening, viewing, and reading 
culturally authentic materials in the target 
language. 

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.1: Restate and describe the main idea and some details of short articles, online blogs,
TV, radio, and video clips, live presentations, and from other subject areas and products from the
target culture(s).

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.2: React to a series of oral and written instructions connected to daily life.

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.3: Compare and contrast the use of verbal and non-verbal etiquette (i.e., the use of
gestures, intonation, and cultural practices) in the target culture(s) and in one’s own culture.

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.4: Infer some information/ideas from conversations, video and audio clips, and
written information on a variety of topics.

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.5: Infer the meaning of some unfamiliar words and ideas in some new contexts.

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.6: Compare and contrast some unique linguistic elements in English and the target
language.

• 7.1.IL.IPRET.7: Using contextual authentic cultural resources, identify reasons for climate change
in community.
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Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related 
to everyday life in the target culture(s) and in 
the learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture 
society. 

Communities, technology, climate, immigration, population, fine and practical arts. 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Community life in the target language regions of the world and in the students’ own cultures, possible 
impact of technology on the world of the future, effects of climate change on the target language people 
and on people in the students’ own cultures, population trends in the target culture(s) and in the 
students’ own cultures, reflection of a society in its fine and practical arts (comparisons and contrasts 
with students’ own cultures). 

Interpersonal Mode of Communication 

Intermediate Low learners understand and communicate at the sentence level and can use simple sentences independently when asking and answering 
formulaic and original questions related to everyday life. They handle simple, uncomplicated communicative tasks that occur in everyday life situations. 
Intermediate Low learners express personal ideas and information by combining and recombining what they know into short, discrete sentences. Their 
speech is often hesitant while they search for vocabulary. They express themselves best when talking about personally relevant and familiar topics, such as 
family, home, school, and friends. 

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Interpersonal communication between and 
among people is the exchange of information 
and the negotiation of meaning. 

Speakers and writers gain confidence and 
competence as they progress along the 
proficiency continuum. 

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.1: Exchange information by combining and recombining learned language in order
to express original ideas. They speak and write in discrete sentences and strings of sentences about
personal experiences or events and on familiar topics.

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.2: Ask and respond to factual and personal questions on school-related topics, when
planning arrangements, when accepting and/or declining an invitation.  They begin to ask
appropriate follow-up questions.
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Core Idea Performance Expectations 

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.3: Express, ask about, and react with some details to preferences, feelings, or 
opinions on familiar topics, by creating simple sentences and asking appropriate follow-up 
questions. 

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.4: Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests 
for participating in classroom, cultural, and pastime activities.  

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.5: Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the 
target culture(s)/language in familiar situations. 

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.6: Engage in short conversations about personal experiences or events and/or topics 
studied in other content areas. 

• 7.1.IL.IPERS.7: Exchange information with classmates and with native speakers of the target 
language about the effects of climate change on the target language region(s) of the world and 
suggest a few possible solutions. 

 

Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related 
to everyday life in the target culture(s) and in 
the learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture 
society. 

Geography, climate, immigration, pastime activities and schedules, wellness, fine and practical arts. 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Geographical locations and features and their bearing on the life style of target language societies, 
actions of an individual, a community, and a nation to limit climate change, population trends in the 
target culture(s), the role of pastime activities on a person’s future life style, wellness attitudes and 
beliefs in the target language regions of the world and in the students’ own region, reflection of a 
society in its fine and practical arts. 
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Presentational Mode of Communication 

Intermediate Low learners understand and communicate at the sentence level and can use simple sentences independently to express needs, preferences, 
opinions and suggestions and state reasons for those opinions and suggestions. They can create with the target language by combining and recombining 
learned language, which allows them to express personal ideas. 

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Presentational communication involves 
presenting information, concepts, and ideas to 
an audience of listeners or readers on a variety 
of topics. 

Speakers and writers gain confidence and 
competence as they progress along the 
proficiency continuum. 

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.1: Combine and recombine learned language to express personal ideas about areas 
of interest when creating oral and written presentations that are shared with a target language 
audience.  

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.2: Present preferences on everyday topics of interest and explain reasons for the 
preferences, using simple sentences.  

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.3: Present student-created messages, stories, and reports using sentences and 
strings of sentences. 

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.4: Use language creatively to respond in writing to a variety of oral or visual 
prompts.  

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.5: Compare and contrast age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic resources 
orally and in writing. 

• 7.1.IL.PRSNT.6: Compare and contrast global issues facing the target language regions of the 
world and those facing the students’ own regions. 
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Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate some typical products related 
to everyday life in the target culture(s) and in 
the learners’ own culture. They begin to infer 
perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the way 
a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture 
society. 

Geography, climate, immigration, pastime activities and schedules, wellness, fine and practical arts 

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture. 

Geographical locations and features and their bearing on the life style of target language societies, 
actions of an individual, a community, and a nation to limit climate change, population trends in the 
target culture(s), the role of pastime activities in a person’s future life style, wellness attitudes and 
beliefs in the target language regions of the world and in the students’ own region, reflection of a 
society in its fine and practical arts. 
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